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UNL Digital Commons
UCARE
Undergraduate Creative Activity and 
Research at UNL
1. Digital preservation
2. Online 
distribution
Noah’s 
Ark
Simon de Myle, 1570
You have a research product.
article 
paper 
presentation
poster 
report
proposal
project description
research abstract
data
We have a home for it.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ucareresearch/
N
That you can link to from …
Twitter, 
Facebook, …, 
social media
UNL Digital 
Commons
Resumes, 
applications, …, 
personal credentials
Journal articles, 
reports, …, 
professional 
literature
E-Z terms - 1
You pay nothing. 
Nada.
Nichts.
Nil.
Naught.
Zero.
Zilch.
Zip.
Diddly-squat.
Bupkis.
No dollars, euros, pounds, francs, 
drachmas, rubles, pesos, dinars, bitcoin, 
rials, bahts, pieces-of-eight, yuans, yen, 
kroners, lira, rupees, shillings, shekels, 
zlotys, or Earth Credit Units 
E-Z terms - 2
You continue 
to own it.
It remains your 
intellectual 
property.

Copyright ©
Belongs to you as soon as it is born.
Owned by all co-authors equally.
Can you Open Access?
Yes, it’s your cow.
Can you limit re-use?
Theoretically, by legal action or threat, 
if you retain copyright.
But not for “Budapest style” open access, 
if you apply a CC license.
Will it go on my permanent 
record?
No.
You can withdraw it 
whenever you like.
What is a “commons” ?
1. Dining hall at 
a college
2. Shared area 
or resource
UNL 
Digital 
Commons
What do we do? - 1
Send 
downloads 
all over 
the world.
30 million to date
500,000 per month
12 per minute
What do we do? - 2
Send usage data to authors


What else do we do? - 3
We publish original stuff ...
Journals:
NEBRASKA 
LAW 
REVIEW
Transactions of the 
Nebraska Academy of 
Sciences
The 
McNair 
Scholars 
Research 
Journal
Nebraska 
Libraries
Books
How do we do it?
1. size                            2. service                     3. coffee
Big things get more attention
Godzilla
50 meters
20,000 metric tons
(2 × 1010 g)
dwarf gecko
.016 meters
.15 grams
Because we are sooo BIG !
UNL Digital Commons
80,000 documents
20,000 hits/day
your page 
20 documents?
? hits/day
Google crawled & indexed
Services 
permissions & copyright clearance
hunting & gathering
scanning
typesetting 
metadata-ing
uploading & posting
usage reporting
promoting
POD publishing
“Beyond Mediated Deposit”
28
Why do we do it?
Good for UNL
Huskers Football
(national ranking = 33rd)
UNL Digital Commons
(national ranking = 3rd)
1. Michigan
2. MIT
3. Nebraska
4. who cares?
1. Ohio State
2. TCU
3. Alabama
4. Baylor
5. Oregon
6. Michigan State
….
33. Nebraska
Based on Coaches’ Poll 7/30/15                                                                                               Based on number of documents

Phase 3: Profit
Seriously,
We sent 6 million UNL-branded documents to potential
o students
o faculty
o collaborators
o donors/funders/investors
We also …
enhanced the distribution and online profile of the
o university
o faculty
o researchers
making them better known and more effective 
participants in the academy and scientific community.
If you stay around …
Masters theses
MA, MS, MFA, MArch, etc.
Required deposit in UNL Digital Commons.
“Embargo” allowed, with permission of 
department and Graduate Office.
Dissertations 
(PhD, EdD, DMA, DPS, etc.)
Optional deposit in 
UNL Digital Commons
= free to Internet 
worldwide
Required deposit at 
ProQuest
= free to UNL campus  
& ProQuest 
subscribers only 
OPTIONALREQUIRED
Last question
Will this be on the test?
No, but they did a survey of the 
university community to see what 
was most important to them …
What they said they want:
Alumni             Students             Faculty
Athletics                  Sex                  Parking
What they really want:
Internet 
stardom
How does one do it?
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ucareresearch/http://digitalcommons.unl.edu
Direct link:
contact
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu
http://libraries.unl.edu
Paul Royster
Coordinator of Scholarly Communications
UNL Libraries
proyster@unl.edu
@PaulRoyster
